Three Questions for Candidates for Office in 2022
With responses published for community leaders throughout your district
Please respond to these three questions at www.ncnonprofits.org/questionnaire-2022 or
send responses to David Heinen at dheinen@ncnonprofits.org or 919-877-8111 (fax). Thank
you.
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1. Charitable nonprofits include groups like food banks, Habitat for Humanity, YMCAs,

community health centers, churches, synagogues, hospices, crisis assistance agencies,
school mentoring programs, hospitals, United Ways, community theatres, private schools
and colleges, museums, domestic violence agencies, medical research organizations, Meals
on Wheels, and child care centers.

Please tell us about your personal experiences with nonprofits. These may include
experiences with any organizations that have served you and/or fellow residents of your
community, or specific nonprofits for which you’ve served as a board member, staff person,
volunteer, or donor. How do these experiences shape your policy positions? (Limit: 300 words)
My first job after graduate school was with an inner-city neighborhood association where I served as the housing
director and assisted residents with homeownership and home improvement, in addition to measures for
neighborhood preservation. Years later, when I arrived in Orange County, I began working for several nonprofits:
one focusing on safe, healthy and toxic-free environments; another focused on reversing Black land loss; another
concerned with sustainable agriculture and family farms; and in Alabama, the Federation of Southern Cooperatives/
LAF directing a sustainable forestry for historically marginalized landowners.
In more recent years, I have served on the board of directors of several nonprofits, including: the Hillsborough Arts
Council, Boys & Girls Club, Child Care Services Association, Orange County Historical Museum, and Voices
Together. I have worked for MENTOR NC, and I am a member of the NAACP.
Nonprofits are in the trenches with the people and with the issues. Government does well to rely on these
organizations to fill the gaps of much needed services and programs. In fact, in many instances, government lacks
the capacity to provide effective outcomes. I relied on nonprofit organizations to assist with the 2020 Census, and
nonprofits were essential during the COVID pandemic.
Twelve years ago, a friend and I launched a cultural arts initiative, Free Spirit Freedom, on the history of Orange
County through the lens of African Americans, and our tagline is “building bridges through cross-cultural
understanding.” We had used other nonprofits as our fiscal agents, and now are establishing our own. Our
programs through the years have brought more true history to light and have brought people of various colors and
cultures together. Twice, we have been named Hometown Heroes by WCHL.
Many of my best life experiences have been with the organizations advancing human and community development.

2.

If elected, what would be your top three policy priorities? (Limit: 250 words)
My top three policy priorities are:
The Right to Vote and the Right to Representation. Our democracy and our freedoms hinge on our access to the
ballot and our opportunity to be represented by those who share our values, situations, and visions.Too many
people sacrificed their livelihoods and their lives so that all American citizens could exercise their right to vote.
A Sound Basic Education from Pre-K to Community College. Education helps to level the playing field. Every child
deserves a sound basic education, to progress at her or his own capacity, and to learn in a safe and nurturing
environment. We need to implement the rulings of the Leandro case. In addition, the young people of today need to
be able to develop their talents, earn an supportive income, and enjoy a career with benefits and advancement. For
these reasons, I support investment in our community colleges.
Infrastructure, including Broadband, Affordable Housing and Transit. The COVID19 pandemic has obviated and
accentuated the need for access to affordable internet, for homes and rentals for our workforce, and for reliable
public transportation systems. We must rebuild and build anew a robust economy for the benefit of all—in our
urban, suburban and rural communities.
Please note that my priorities also include:
Criminal Justice Reform
Healthcare and Human Services for All
Environmental Protection and Climate Justice
Tax Reform

3.

The Center advocates on public policy issues that affect North Carolina’s nonprofit
sector and works with the NC General Assembly and North Carolina’s members of
Congress to develop laws and policies that save nonprofits time and money, help
nonprofits operate more effectively, and preserve the public’s trust in North
Carolina’s nonprofit sector. Our policy agenda includes:
• Ensuring that all 501(c)(3) nonprofits are fully exempt from federal, state, and local
taxes.
• Promoting new and expanded tax deductions and credits that encourage
individuals and businesses to give generously to support their communities
through the work of charitable nonprofits.
• Supporting policy solutions that will address the nonprofit workforce shortage,
including increased funding to support jobs in the nonprofit sector and investment
in accessible and affordable child care.
• Seeking solutions to long-standing challenges that nonprofits face when they
provide public services through government grants and contracts, including late
contracts, late payments, overly complicated application and reporting
requirements, and underpayment for indirect costs.
• Promoting laws that will help nonprofits and businesses alike to provide
affordable and high-quality health care and other benefits to their employees.
If elected, which of these policy goals would you support most enthusiastically, and why?
(Limit: 250 words)

I would support all the above-mentioned policy initiatives. In general, current regulations and structures often hinder
and hamper the work of nonprofits. I know this from personal experience, and from comments I hear from
constituents.
Recent changes to the tax laws caused great consternation among charitable organizations that heavily rely on
donations from individuals as well as foundations. I would support new and expanded tax deductions and credits
that encourage individuals and businesses to give generously to support their communities through the work of
charitable nonprofits.
While people want to work in the nonprofit world and do the rewarding work of charitable organizations, the cost of
living continues to increase, and people need living wages, salaries, and supports. I am willing to address the
nonprofit workforce shortage, including increased funding to support jobs in the nonprofit sector and investment in
accessible and affordable childcare.
Even with the assistance of consultants or firms that can assist with development and management, nonprofit
organizations have difficulty jumping through all the hoops placed before them. Processes should be streamlined
while also maintaining or incorporating ways and means to assure transparency, accountability, and trust.

Thank you!
For more information about North Carolina’s nonprofit sector or policy issues that affect
nonprofits, please contact David Heinen, dheinen@ncnonprofits.org.

